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Election 2014 Questions 

Ontario NDP response 

1. Will your party commit to maintaining the current funding allocation for 
organizations serving women experiencing violence? 

Working to build communities where every person is able to feel safe and live in 
dignity is at the heart of who we are as New Democrats. The Ontario NDP 
believes that as legislators we have a responsibility to stop violence against 
women. We must all work together at Queen’s Park and within our communities 
to support women who are facing violence and keep them safe.  

The Ontario NDP has a strong record of working to end violence against women 
and have every intention of maintaining our commitment.  We will maintain the 
current funding allocation for organizations that serve women experiencing 
violence and will invest $2 million, over two years to support the Joint Working 
Group on Violence against Aboriginal Women to tackle domestic violence.  

2. How will your party speak to the needs of women experiencing violence in 
your election platform? 

The Ontario NDP recognizes that women from all walks of life can experience 
violence. We have a strong record of working to end violence against women and 
have every intention of continuing this commitment. We stood up for women 
when the Liberal government decided to reduce the length of time that offenders 
must spend in Partner Assault Response Programs (PAR) against the 
recommendations of the ministry’s own provincial advisory committee—a change 
that just doesn’t make sense. PAR programs play a vital role in holding abusive 
men accountable for violence against women and keeping women safe. Each 
year, about 14,000 men participate in a PAR program, most of them through 
court-order. 

Many women are forced to stay with abusive partners due to financial 
dependence. When one in five Ontario tenants pays more than half their income 
on rent, it’s clear that something is wrong. To make life more affordable and 
create the conditions that help women leave violent situations, an Ontario NDP 
government will increase the minimum wage to $12 and tie it to inflation; index 
the Ontario Child Benefit to inflation after it increases to $1,310 in July; and 
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increase the number of affordable child care spaces so women can get into the 
workforce and maintain their independence. In addition we will expand dental 
benefits for children from low-income households. With an additional $15 million 
per year in funding 70,000 more children will receive dental care. We will also 
expand school nutrition programs so more kids can access healthy food and be 
better prepared to learn.  Vulnerable kids deserve nothing less.  

3. In light of the recent RCMP report that states 1,186 Aboriginal women are 
missing and believed murdered in Canada, what will be your party strategy 
to address Violence against Aboriginal Women? 

The recent RCMP report although disturbing confirms what Aboriginal 
communities and agencies that serve Aboriginal women, have been saying for 
years. The Ontario NDP is committed to addressing violence against Aboriginal 
women. We voted to keep the fund to fight violence against Aboriginal women 
and we will work in partnership with First Nations on strategies to address 
violence against Aboriginal women. We will invest $2 million, over two years to 
support the Joint Working Group on Violence against Aboriginal Women to tackle 
domestic violence. We will work in partnership with First Nations groups to create 
an Urban Aboriginal Action Plan to serve women and children facing violence 
and address issues that create the conditions for violence to occur in the first 
place.  

 

 

 


